
ARE YOU OR ANYONE YOU KNOW HOMELESS? 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act 
Definition of Homeless 
The federal government's legal definition of homelessness based on the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act is 
anyone who... 

• Is lacking a regular, fixed and adequate nighttime residence (substandard housing) 

• Is sharing housing due to economic struggles (double-up) 

• Is living in a shelter, hotel or motel 

• Is living in a public place not designed for sleeping (cars, parks) 

• Is an unaccompanied youth, a child or youth awaiting foster care placement 

• Is a child or youth abandoned in a hospital? 

• Is a migrant child who qualifies under any of the above 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act requires districts to ensure homeless students 
have access to education and other services they need to meet the same high academic achievement 

standards as all students. 

 
WE CAN HELP! 

All school districts must designate a Homeless Liaison. 

Our Homeless Liaison is: Mrs. Robin Holden 
440-293-6488 ext.1509 
robin.holden@pvschools.org 
Contact her if you or someone you know is homeless and needs help to enroll in school or needs to contact help in the community. 

 
 

 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT: 
Susannah Wayland @ the Ohio Department of Education 
614-752-1481 
Susannah.wayland@ode.state.oh.us. 
The following is the policy of the Congress: 
(1) Each State educational agency shall ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to 
the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as provided to other children and youths. 

(2) In any State that has a compulsory residency requirement as a component of the State's compulsory school attendance laws or 
other laws, regulations, practices, or policies that may act as a barrier to the enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless 
children and youths, the State will review and undertake steps to revise such laws, regulations, practices, or policies to ensure that 
homeless children and youths are afforded the same free, appropriate public education as provided to other children and youths. 
(3) Homelessness alone is not sufficient reason to separate students from the mainstream school environment. 
(4) Homeless children and youths should have access to the education and other services that such children and youths need to ensure that such 

children and youths have an opportunity to meet the same challenging State student academic achievement standards to which all students are held. 

 

 

 

 

Post educational rights of homeless children and youth in all schools. 
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